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it at once. You know I never try to make out that defeats are
victories. I have never underrated the German as a warrior.
Indeed I told you a month ago that the swift, unbroken course of
victories which we had gained over the Italians could not possibly
continue, and that misfortunes must be expected. There is only
one thing certain about war, that it is full of disappointments and
also full of mistakes. It remains to be seen, however, whether it
is the Germans who have made the mistake in trampling down
the Balkan States and in making a river of blood and hate between
themselves and the Greek and Yugoslav peoples. It remains also
to be seen whether they have made a mistake in their attempt
to invade Egypt with the forces and means of supply which they
have now got. Taught by experience, I make it a rule not to
prophesy about battles which have yet to be fought out. This,
however, I will venture to say, that I should be very sorry to see
the tasks of the combatants in the Middle East exchanged, and that
General Wavell's armies should be in the position of the German
invaders. That is only a personal opinion, and I can well under-
stand you may take a different view. It is certain that fresh dangers
besides those which threaten Egypt may come upon us in the
Mediterranean. The war may spread to Spain and Morocco. It
may spread eastward to Turkey and Russia, The Huns may lay
their hands for a time upon the granaries of the Ukraine and the
oil-wells of the Caucasus. They may dominate the Black Sea.
They may dominate the Caspian. Who can tell ? We shall do our
best to meet them and fight them wherever they go. But there is
one thing which is certain. There is one thing which rises out of
the vast welter which is sure and solid, and which no one in his
senses can mistake. Hitler cannot find safety from avenging justice
in the East, in the Middle East, or in the Far East. In order to
win this war, he must either conquer this Island by invasion, or he
must cut the ocean life-line which joins us to the United States.
Let us look into these alternatives, if you will bear with me for
a few minutes longer. When I spoke to you last, early in February,
many people believed the Nazi boastings that the invasion of
Britain was about to begin. It has not begun yet, and with every
week that passes we grow stronger on the sea, in the air, and in
the numbers, quality, training and equipment of the great Armies
that now guard our Island. When I compare the position at home
as it is to-day with what it was in the summer of last year, even
after making allowance for a much more elaborate mechanical
preparation on the part of the enemy, I feel that we have very
much to be thankful for, and I believe that provided our exertions